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DECOLONIZING MEMORY
AND SPACES. VOICES

OF AFRO-DESCENDANTS
IN CONTEMPORARY
PORTUGAL

ABSTRACT:

The lecture aims to show some of the contemporary (artistic)
interpretations of colonialism created by representatives of the broad
category of Afro-descendants, which includes people of African descent
from the former Portuguese colonies. The functioning of Afro-
descendants in Portuguese society can be analyzed today from a
postcolonial perspective, but also in the broader context of complex
intercultural relations. Afro-descendants' activities go beyond issues
directly related to racism and colonialism, as evidenced by the wide
range of socio-cultural or artistic activities undertaken by African
organizations and associations. However, references to colonial history
and contemporary forms of racial discrimination are recurring themes in
the social debate they initiate. Their narratives are in line with what
Boaventura de Sousa Santos, among others, has pointed out: colonialism
as a form of social relations has survived longer than colonialism as a
political system. The reflections to be presented during the lecture are
part of an ongoing broader research project on contemporary
interpretations of African cultural heritage in Portugal.
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